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class must be completely overthrown 
to achieve anarchist communism. Be-
cause the ruling class will not relin-
quish power without their use of armed 
force, this revolution will be a time of 
violence as well as liberation.

7. Unions by their very nature cannot 
become vehicles for the revolutionary 
transformation of society. They have to 
be accepted by capitalism in order to 
function and so cannot play a part in 
its overthrow. Trades unions divide the 
working class (between employed and 
unemployed, trade and craft, skilled 
and unskilled, etc). Even syndicalist 
unions are constrained by the funda-
mental nature of unionism. The union 
has to be able to control its member-
ship in order to make deals with man-
agement. Their aim, through nego-
tiation, is to achieve a fairer form of 
exploitation of the workforce. The in-
terests of leaders and representatives 
will always be different from ours. The 
boss class is our enemy, and while we 
must fight for better conditions from 
it, we have to realise that reforms we 
may achieve today may be taken away 
tomorrow. Our ultimate aim must be 
the complete abolition of wage slavery. 
Working within the unions can never 
achieve this. However, we do not ar-
gue for people to leave unions until 
they are made irrelevant by the revolu-
tionary event. The union is a common 
point of departure for many workers. 
Rank and file initiatives may strength-
en us in the battle for anarchist com-
munism. What’s important is that we 
organise ourselves collectively, arguing 

for workers to control struggles them-
selves.

8. Genuine liberation can only come 
about through the revolutionary self 
activity of the working class on a mass 
scale. An anarchist communist society 
means not only co-operation between 
equals, but active involvement in the 
shaping and creating of that society 
during and after the revolution. In 
times of upheaval and struggle, people 
will need to create their own revolu-
tionary organisations controlled by eve-
ryone in them. These autonomous or-
ganisations will be outside the control 
of political parties, and within them 
we will learn many important lessons 
of self-activity.

9. As anarchists we organise in all ar-
eas of life to try to advance the revo-
lutionary process. We believe a strong 
anarchist organisation is necessary to 
help us to this end. Unlike other so-
called socialists or communists we 
do not want power or control for our 
organisation. We recognise that the 
revolution can only be carried out di-
rectly by the working class. However, 
the revolution must be preceded by 
organisations able to convince people 
of the anarchist communist alternative 
and method. We participate in struggle 
as anarchist communists, and organise 
on a federative basis. We reject sec-
tarianism and work for a united revolu-
tionary anarchist movement.

10. We oppose organised religion and 
religious belief(s).



Anarchist Federation
Aims and Principles

1.The Anarchist Federation is an or-
ganisation of revolutionary class strug-
gle anarchists. We aim for the abolition 
of all hierarchy, and work for the crea-
tion of a world-wide classless society: 
anarchist communism.

2. Capitalism is based on the exploi-
tation of the working class by the rul-
ing class. But inequality and exploi-
tation are also expressed in terms of 
race, gender, sexuality, health, ability 
and age, and in these ways one sec-
tion of the working class oppresses an-
other. This divides us, causing a lack 
of class unity in struggle that benefits 
the ruling class. Oppressed groups are 
strengthened by autonomous action 
which challenges social and economic 
power relationships. To achieve our 
goal we must relinquish power over 
each other on a personal as well as a 
political level.

3. We believe that fighting racism and 
sexism is as important as other as-
pects of the class struggle. Anarchist-
Communism cannot be achieved while 
sexism and racism still exist. In order 
to be effective in their struggle against 
their oppression both within society 
and within the working class, women, 
lesbians and gays, and black people 
may at times need to organise inde-

pendently. However, this should be 
as working class people as cross-class 
movements hide real class differences 
and achieve little for them. Full eman-
cipation cannot be achieved without 
the abolition of capitalism.

4. We are opposed to the ideology of 
national liberation movements which 
claims that there is some common in-
terest between native bosses and the 
working class in face of foreign domi-
nation. We do support working class 
struggles against racism, genocide, 
ethnocide and political and economic 
colonialism. We oppose the creation 
of any new ruling class. We reject 
all forms of nationalism, as this only 
serves to redefine divisions in the in-
ternational working class. The work-
ing class has no country and national 
boundaries must be eliminated. We 
seek to build an anarchist international 
to work with other libertarian revolu-
tionaries throughout the world.

5. As well as exploiting and oppress-
ing the majority of people, Capitalism 
threatens the world through war and 
the destruction of the environment.

6. It is not possible to abolish Capi-
talism without a revolution, which will 
arise out of class conflict. The ruling 
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How to use this pamphlet

This pamphlet is made up of two parts 
that run alongside each other. The main 
text lays out the fundamental ideas of 
anarchist communism in plain black 
text. There’s also a series of black boxes 
that look like this one which give 
examples from history to illustrate the 
ideas described in the main section.
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What we’re fighting:
Capitalism and Hierarchy

M
-
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Capitalism

The Environment and the Social 
Wage: The German Anti-Nuclear 
Movement

In 1975 the West German government began building a nuclear re-
actor in the tiny hamlet of Wyhl. Since 1971 a grass roots move-

ment had been building to oppose the new reactor, but had been 
ignored at every stage of the planning process. On the 18th February, 
one day after construction had begun, local people occupied the site 
and were dragged away and beaten by the police. A few days later 
on the 23rd February 30,000 people came back and reoccupied the 
site forcing the police to back down. Within a month the construction 
license had been withdrawn and the reactor was never built.

This was the first major victory for the German anti-nuclear movement 
which had been growing since the 1960s in the belly of the peace 
movement and through local citizens’ initiatives. Through the late 
1970s hundreds of thousands of people were involved in occupations 
and direct action aimed at stopping the government’s nuclear power 
programme. Projects in Wackersdorf and Gorleben were defeated and 
in 1981 100,000 people faced off 10,000 police with sticks, stones, 
molotovs and slingshots in protest at a proposed plant in Brockdorf.

The German anti-nuclear movement is the single most successful en-
vironmental direct action movement in recent history. It started with 
local communities organising themselves to resist building projects 
through legal channels (lobbying, protests and so on). It grew into a 
major alliance between anarchists, the libertarian left, local groups 
and national campaigns that were able to fight and win against some 
of the biggest police mobilisations ever seen in Germany. In the end, 
some parts of this movement were co-opted into the German Green 
Party and other parts faded away as the government backed down, but 
its influence still lives. Even in 2008, it was possible for 15,000 to 
blockade nuclear waste shipments and any German government can 
guarantee that moves towards a new nuclear programme will be met 
with resistance.
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Governing Ourselves:
The Spanish Revolution

The revolution in Spain between 1936 and 1939 was contradictory, 
under constant attack, and ultimately defeated, not just by the fas-

cists but also by the ‘anti-fascists’ within its own ranks. Despite all of 
this, however, for a short space of time the Spanish working class, under 
the influence of anarchist communist ideas, was able to achieve the 
most far-reaching revolution of the 20th century.

In the face of an attempted fascist military coup the workers and peas-
ants of Spain went on strike and took up arms. In many working class 
urban areas, such as Barcelona and Madrid, and in rural areas with an 
anarchist-influenced peasantry, such as Aragon, Castille and the Levant, 
the attempted coup was put down. The people controlled the streets and 
the fields.

In the republican zone, the influence of anarchism through the anarcho-
syndicalist CNT, the largest Spanish union federation, led the workers’ 
movement to spontaneously collectivise industry under workers’ control, 
in many cases making it more efficient. The woodworking and carpentry 
industry was completely socialised, as was the baking industry in Barce-
lona. The same was true of the railways, while workers’ control was won 
in telecommunications, utilities, cinemas, the buses and trams and fac-
tories and workshops of all kinds. In the countryside the revolution was 
even more wide-ranging, with rural collectives doing away with private 
property and in many cases declaring libertarian communism. Up to 7 
million peasants were involved in the social upheaval. In both the towns 
and cities a wide range of forms of collectivisation existed – in some in-
stances money was abolished, in others it was kept, in others still labour 
tokens were introduced in exchange for work.

All this was too much for the more conservative elements in the Repub-
lican government and certainly too much for their Soviet backers. Laws 
were passed attacking collectivisation and the centralised republican 
army was used against anarchist militias and more radical sections of 
the working class. Many in the anarchist movement, seeing no alterna-
tive, supported joining the government. This mistake was to no avail, 
and many fine militants died in Stalinist prison cells. The revolution in 
Spain was defeated before the fascists managed to militarily defeat the 
republicans.

Fighting for the Social Wage: 
Poll Tax Rebellion

In 1989 the then Tory government tried to introduce a new local tax, 
the Community Charge or Poll Tax, first into Scotland and then, in 

1990, into the rest of Britain. This new tax levelled a fixed charge on 
all tax payers meaning that poorer people paid a much higher percent-
age of their income than the better off. For the very poorest the new 
tax would be a real burden whereas the rich would see their taxes fall. 

Through much debate and disagreement a movement grew to resist 
the new tax by refusing to pay it. This movement organised itself 
into local Anti Poll Tax Unions, or APTUs, which organised to spread 
the idea of non-payment and to help people resist any attempts to 
force them to pay. The APTUs organised mass meetings, physical 
resistance to bailiffs trying to collect the tax and protests at and oc-
cupations of town halls and council buildings. These tactics were so 
successful that bailiff companies went bust, unable to operate when 
confronted with entire communities determined to stop them. Council 
revenues collapsed as up to 17 million people refused to pay and the 
cost of chasing non-payers through the courts rocketed. 

Protests at town halls often turned into confrontations with the po-
lice, with small scale riots and disorder all over the country. A nation-
al demonstration went the same way when police attacked in Trafalgar 
Square and fighting went on for hours. The grass roots of the move-
ment rallied round to defend those arrested, but some left political 
parties involved disowned the rioters (although they soon soon denied 
having done this when the riot proved to be popular) and even cooper-
ated with the police, proving that in the end they’re more concerned 
with their own power than the needs of working class people. 

In the end, the Poll Tax was defeated by widespread self organisation 
and direct action. The APTUs allowed people to meet and make their 
own decisions and the non-payment campaign created a direct con-
frontation with the state, a confrontation that we won.    
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Anarchism and Anarchists

The Ungovernable Factory: 
British Industrial Struggle 
in the 1970s

For a brief time in the 1970s the bosses were very close to losing 
control of the factories that made them their fortunes. Thatcher’s 

1980s rhetoric about the threat to ‘management’s right to manage’ 
was not just the usual politician’s guff. From the late 1960s right 
through to the defeat of the miners’ strike in 1984 a mass movement 
of militant workers challenged management not just for better pay but 
over how the workplace would be run. 

Workers in the car industry were particularly militant, but ‘the English 
disease’ as widespread strike action was known spread throughout 
the economy. At its peak in 1979 29.4 million working days were 
‘lost’ to strikes and disputes frequently escalated into occupations 
and open confrontation. To take just one example, workers at the 
Halewood Ford plant on Merseyside struck repeatedly throughout the 
1970s. They fought for pay rises and against attacks on their working 
conditions. Speed up on the line and other attacks were repeatedly 
defeated. More than this, workers eventually started rejecting work 
altogether. Friday night was strike night as the late shift downed tools 
every week to go out drinking instead.

Importantly, much of this activity was run by the workers themselves, 
with militant shop stewards based on the factory floor rather than 
distant union bureaucrats taking on many tasks. At Halewood, the 
mass meetings held regularly throughout disputes are still remem-
bered today and were often addressed by people from outside as well 
as inside the workplace. These struggles were antagonistic not just to 
management but to the unions as well. 

Throughout Britain militant workers such as those at Halewood con-
fronted management and the trade unions for greater control of their 
lives. It took a major assault by the state and a complete transforma-
tion in the global economy to defeat them.
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Building a Culture 
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Workers’ Councils: 
Organising the Revolution

One of the most important things we refer to when we talk about the 
communist tradition are workers’ councils. Wherever there has been 

revolutionary struggle there have been workers’ councils. Wherever revo-
lutions have been beaten, the crushing of the councils has been a key 
defeat. 

Workers’ councils are mass assemblies of workers in revolt that take over 
the running of most aspects of daily life when the state and the bosses 
have been defeated or are in retreat. The major 20th century examples 
occurred in Russia, Germany, Hungary, Spain and many, many other more 
minor examples. However, the history of resistance to exploitation is full 
of similar examples. The Paris Commune of 1871, the Parisian sections 
during the revolution of 1789 and the years that followed, even the ‘rings’ 
of German peasants during the peasant wars of the 16th century, all have 
a lot in common with 20th century workers’ councils. 

These mass assemblies are the arenas in which revolutionary workers de-
bate their actions, come up with plans and proposals and decide how to 
move forward. They involve everyone present in every stage of decision 
making and have proved capable of running complex societies perfectly 
well. They exist at many different levels which federate together in order 
to cooperate. For example, the Kronstadt soviet was made up of mandated 
delegates from each ship, crew and workplace who all held their own 
smaller meetings before contributing to larger decisions. These decisions 
were informed by less formal mass meetings held constantly in public 
squares which debated key issues facing the revolutionaries. Every single 
person could be involved in the decisions that affected them. The military 
defeat of the Kronstadt soviet by the Bolsheviks was one of the final nails 
in the coffin of any hope of a real revolution in Russia. 

The practice of hundreds of workers’ councils in dozens of struggles show 
us that not only is it possible for everyone affected by a decision to be 
involved in making it, but that millions of people will risk their lives to live 
like that. When it has the chance, the working class invents new social 
forms to meet its own needs and it is these forms that should inspire us 
today.
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Defending the Revolution:
The Krondstadt Uprising

The Kronstadt Soviet was one of the most radical organisations of 
the Russian revolution. A naval base connected to Petrograd, it very 

quickly kicked out its officers and became a hotbed of revolutionary 
action and debate. The Soviet, a council made up of delegates from 
all over the base, cheerfully participated militarily and politically in 
the early days of the revolution, both in February 1917 when the Tsar 
was overthrown and in October 1917 when a revolutionary rather than 
moderate government was installed. 

As time went on, however, the Kronstadt Soviet became a problem for 
the ruling Bolsheviks. In the years immediately following the revolution 
the Bolsheviks deliberately set out centralise power in their own hands. 
They arrested and killed opponents, unleashed the secret police on the 
population and suppressed many of the revolutionary organs that they 
has supported in order to get into power. The factory committees that 
ran workplaces on directly democratic lines were dissolved, the Soviets 
were reduced to rubber stamps and the peasantry were attacked and 
brutalised in order to secure grain. All of this provoked resistance and 
strikes and disorder became common, all of which were met with brutal 
force. 

On March 21st 1921, while workers’ unrest was threatening to turn to a 
general strike in Petrograd, the Kronstadt sailors issued a proclamation 
demanding an end to the political repression against workers and peas-
ants, anarchists and members of other left parties, to return the control 
of the army and the press to the workers and the release of all political 
prisoners from the worker’s movement. The Bolsheviks responded in 
the only way they knew how, sending hand picked regiments of party 
loyalists (even the brutally disciplined Red Army could not be trusted 
to crush the popular Kronstadt sailors) to attack the base. After brutal 
fighting the Kronstadt Soviet was crushed.    

To this day, Leninist parties spread lies about what happened. They 
know that the facts show how bankrupt their way of doing things is, 
how often parties and representatives, however revolutionary they may 
claim to be, betray the working class to seek their own power.
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